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1. Please select the distance education method that describe how the course content will be delivered.  
Check ALL methods that will be used for offering this course, even if previously approved.  

☒ FO – Fully Online 
☐ PO – Partially Online 
☐ OPA – Online with In-Person Proctored Assessments 
☐ FOMA – Fully Online with Mutual Agreement 
 

2. In what way will this course, being offered in distance education format, meet the needs of the campus?  
(Ex: Student Access, Campus Strategic Plan, Campus Mission Statement, Online Education Initiative (OEI), Student 
Equity, Student Needs). Please be specific.  
 

This course is one of the courses required for the Psychology Transfer Degree. By being offered in a distance format, 
the course meets the needs of the campus in terms of Student Access, Campus Strategic Plan, Campus Mission 
Statement, Online Education Initiative (OEI), Student Equity, and Student Needs. In terms of Student Access, the 
Campus Strategic Plan goal of Increasing Access, the Online Education Initiative (OEI),  Student Equity, and Student 
Needs, students who may not be able to take this course in an in-person format (due to a variety of time constraints 
such as work hours and family obligations) will still be able to achieve their academic goals by being able to take 
this class online. Offering this class online also helps achieve the Campus Strategic Plan goal of Promoting Student 
success as well as supporting the Campus Mission Statement and Student Equity. Taking this class online will help 
students who want to obtain the Psychology Transfer degree, but who are not able to take the course in a regular 
format. Increasing the number of students transferring to a 4-year university and the number of students obtaining 
the Psychology Transfer Degree by offering this class online, demonstrates innovative education and helps with one 
of the most important Campus goals.  

 
3. Will this course require proctored exams?  

☒ No 
☐ Yes - If yes, how? 

 
 

4. How will the design of this course address student accessibility? Are you including any of the following?  
☒ Captioned Videos 
☒ Transcripts for Audio Files 
☒ Alternative Text for Graphics 

http://www.valleycollege.edu/onlinefacultyresources
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☒ Formatted Headings 
☐ Other – If other, please explain.  
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5. Provide a specific example of how the instructor will provide synchronous office hours for distance education 

students? (Ex: Online Conference Tool, Cranium Classroom, Zoom, Pisces, Skype, etc.) 
 

The specific synchronous office hours described by the instructor in the syllabus and the Course Management 
System, may occur through Pronto (a chat application in Canvas) and this interaction may also occur through 
video conferencing with Zoom or Skype (students will be informed when video conferences will occur). For 
example, using Zoom, the instructor will discuss the concepts of qualitative research designs and quantitative 
research designs when determining research methods as presented in the Course Management System and have 
students respond with questions about the information. The instructor will share the screen with students and 
have students interact through the chat or participants area during the session. The instructor will control the 
audio of all students, so that students are muted when entering the meeting and students can speak after using 
the participants area to raise their hand or asking questions in the chat area. Each time the instructor has a Zoom 
meeting, the instructor will indicate that the video meeting is for discussing specific course concepts. 

 

6. Provide a specific example of how this course’s design ensures regular and effective instructor-student contact? 
(Ex: Threaded discussion forums, weekly announcements, instructor prepared materials, posting video and audio 
files, timely feedback on exams and projects, synchronous online office hours, synchronous online meetings, 
synchronous online lectures, etc.) 
 

A specific example of how this course’s design ensures regular and effective instructor-student is through weekly 
homework reminder announcements such as: ‘Homework reminder: Hello students. Discussion post 1 is due by 
7pm, Sept. 23 in the Discussions area of Canvas. Please go to the Discussions area of Canvas to read the instructions 
and make your posts by the deadline.’ This announcement will also be posted in the Announcements area of Canvas.   
For threaded discussions, instructors will respond to student posts within 24 hours (except for weekends, holidays, 
and vacations). After the discussion deadline, the instructor will submit feedback (within 24 hours of the deadline 
except for weekends, holidays, and vacations) about the discussion along with the grade for the discussion. This will 
give students specific information on how well they are doing with the discussion part of their grade and this 
feedback will occur after each discussion deadline. The instructor will post materials related to the content of the 
course in a timely manner and notify students where to find this content in the Announcements area as well as 
sending messages to students through the Canvas Inbox. The instructor will also have specific synchronous office 
hours so students know when they can have a live interaction with the instructor. This may include using tools such 
as Zoom or Skype to have a synchronous discussion as well as using the chat tool, Pronto. This and the instructor 
usually responding to students’ questions within 24 hours (except for weekends, holidays, and vacations) will 
provide regular and effective instructor-student interaction. 

  
https://www.valleycollege.edu/online-classes/faculty-resources/reg-effective-contact.php 
 

7. Provide a specific example of how this course will ensure regular and effective student-student contact?  
(Ex: Threaded discussion forums, assigned group projects, threaded discussions, Notebowl, peer-to-peer feedback, 
synchronous online meetings, etc.) 
 

Regular and effective student-student interaction may occur through discussion forums and through group 
discussion forums. An example of using discussion forums is the following. An appropriate discussion topic for this 
class is asking students to discuss what independent and dependent variables are. Students will discuss each type 
of variable and give an example of each of these variables in their own words. Students will view a video and/or 

https://www.valleycollege.edu/online-classes/faculty-resources/reg-effective-contact.php
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read materials provided by the instructor related to this topic.  Students will also be required to provide a question 
or comment for their classmates to respond to. Students will be required to respond to at least 3 posts of other 
students on this topic or on the question or comment posed by their classmate. Student-student interaction is 
facilitated by this type of discussion forum. The instructor will moderate these forums and students will be aware 
that their comments can be viewed by all class participants.  

 
8. Describe what students in this online version of the course will do in a typical week on this class. Include the process 

starting after initial log in.  
 

After logging in, students will go the Modules area to view course material prepared by the instructor and course 
material from the textbook publisher (if appropriate) they were assigned to read for that week. During a typical 
week in the course, students will go to the Discussions area to respond to prompts regarding instructor prepared 
course material and/or textbook course material and videos related to the course material. Students will also ask 
questions in open Course Questions discussion forums related to the course material covered that week. The 
instructor may also offer a video conference (using Zoom or Skype) to discuss material with students and to have 
students ask questions as during the instructor’s office hours. After reading the chapter and reviewing the material, 
students may answer quiz questions related to the material. These questions may be open-ended, essay, and 
multiple-choice. Students may also have a written assignment where they need to submit flashcards for key terms 
in the chapter for that week or respond to specific questions from the instructor related to the material. 

 
9. Provide a sample statement that could be included in the syllabus for this course that communicates to students 

the frequency and timeliness of instructor-initiated contact and student feedback. 
 

Students will be able to interact with the instructor online during the specific office hours listed in the syllabus. 
Student interaction with the instructor for specific office hours may occur through Pronto (a chat application in 
Canvas) and this interaction may also occur through video conferencing with Zoom or Skype (students will be 
informed when video conferences will occur). The instructor will send weekly homework reminders to students 
and post announcements as needed regarding any changes in the class using the Course Management System. 
The instructor will usually respond to student questions within 24 hours (except for weekends, holidays, and 
vacations). Students are encouraged to use the Course Management System to communicate with the instructor 
when they have questions or issues they want to discuss privately with the instructor. Students will receive 
feedback immediately from online exams. The instructor will post an announcement regarding feedback for 
papers and written assignments that are not discussion post submissions. The instructor will inform students 
when and where feedback will be available for written assignments using the Announcements area of the Course 
Management System usually withing 24 hours of the deadline (except for weekends, holidays, and vacations). The 
instructor will respond to student discussion post submissions usually within 24 hours of the submission (except 
for weekends, holidays, and vacations). Feedback for graded discussion posts will usually occur within 24 hours of 
the deadline for graded posts (except for weekends, holidays, and vacations).  

 
10. Provide a specific example of how regular and effective student-student interaction may occur in this online course. 

 
An example of how the instructor can facilitate student to student contact is to form small discussion groups. One 
type of small group discussion would be for students to discuss the research questions and possible research 
methods they have for their research projects. Students would be required to respond to each other by a specific 
day and time with definitions, examples, and questions regarding chapter concepts as directed by the instructor. 
This will provide regular and effective student-student interaction. 
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11. Provide a specific example of how regular and effective instructor-student interaction may occur in this online 
course. 
 

Regular and effective instructor-student contact may occur through homework reminder announcements sent at 
least once per week to students. A homework announcement regarding a discussion topic will be posted in the 
Announcements area of the Course Management System and will also be sent to students as a message through 
the Course Management System, for example, ‘Homework reminder: Hello students. Discussion post 1 is due by 
7pm, Sept. 23 in the Discussions area of Canvas. Please go to the Discussions area of Canvas to read the instructions 
and make your posts by the deadline.’  Aside from regular homework messages and announcements, the instructor 
will post announcements regarding the Writing Center, Tutoring Hours, and any other information useful to all 
students as well as send this information to students through the Course Management System.  For graded online 
discussions, instructors will respond to student posts within 24 hours (except for weekends, holidays, and 
vacations). After the discussion deadline, the instructor will submit feedback (within 24 hours of the deadline except 
for weekends, holidays, and vacations) about the discussion along with the grade for the discussion. This will give 
students specific information on how well they are doing with the discussion part of their grade and this feedback 
will occur after each discussion deadline. The instructor may also moderate small group interactions between 
students and provide feedback to students after the deadline for the group discussion. The instructor will post 
materials related to the content of the course in a timely manner and notify students where to find this content in 
the Announcements area as well as sending messages to students through the Course Management System. The 
instructor will also have specific synchronous office hours so students know when they can have a live interaction 
with the instructor. This may include using tools such as Zoom or Skype to have a synchronous discussion as well as 
using the chat tool, Pronto. This and the instructor usually responding to students’ questions within 24 hours 
(except for weekends, holidays, and vacations) will provide regular and effective instructor-student interaction. 

 
12. Does this course include lab hours? ☒ No     ☐ Yes – If yes, how are you going to accommodate the typical face to 

face activities in an online environment?  
 

 
 

13. How will you accommodate the SLO and Course Objectives in an online environment?  

SLO and Course Objectives will be the same in an online class. Providing the course in an online format 
does not require accommodation for the SLOs and Course Objectives. Course Objectives as given can be 
achieved in an online format through discussions, exams, and written assignments. SLOs can be assessed 
in an online format through exams and written assignments. Please see the actual SLOs and Course 
Objectives below. 
PSYCH 201 Student Learning Outcomes: 
1. Students will demonstrate the ability to understand such topics as the scientific method, general 

research designs, hypothesis testing, experimental and non-experimental methods, standard research 
practices and ethical issues in research as assessed by exams and homework assignments. 

2. Students will demonstrate the ability to apply and critically evaluate research methods concepts to real 
research examples as assessed by handing in a research project in APA format. 

PSYCH 201 Course Objectives:  Upon successful completion of the course, students should be able to: 
A. Explain the basic principles of the scientific method 
B. Critically evaluate research reports 
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C. Synthesize a body of research findings  
D. Develop and test hypotheses  
E. Demonstrate knowledge of general research designs, experimental and non- 

           experimental methods, and standard research practices                                
F. Select appropriate research designs to test hypotheses  
G. Explain the ethical treatment of human and animal participants in research and  

                 the institutional requirements for conducting research                                   
H. Assess the generalizability of study results 
I. Demonstrate proficiency in APA style 

 
 

14. Are modifications needed to SLOs or Course Objectives in order to teach this course in the online modality?  
☒ No     ☐ Yes – If yes, please explain the changes needed.  
(It is advised that if you are changing course content or objectives that you speak with the Curriculum Co-Chair or 
Articulation Officer for guidance moving forward.)  
 

 
 

 
 

To be completed by a member of the Curriculum Committee Review Team: 
CURRICULUM CHAIR REVIEWED:  ☐ YES     ☐ NO  

DE REVIEW:  ☐ YES     ☐ NO  

CURRICULUM COMMITTEE DIVISION REPRESENTATIVE REVIEWED:  ☐ YES     ☐ NO  

   
  This is good and detailed. (ML) 


